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Abstract: Although there have been challenges to higher education in the past, these 

most recent calls for reform may provoke a fundamental change in higher education. 

This change may not occur as a direct response to calls for greater transparency and 

accountability, but rather because of the opportunity to reflect on the purpose of 

higher education, the role of colleges and universities in the new millennium, and 

emerging scientific research on how people learn. These disparate literatures have not 

been tied together in a way that would examine the impact of fundamental change from the policy level to 

the institutional level and to the everyday lives of college and university administrators, faculty and 

students. Now the time has come to create a second wave of institution building and of excellence in the 

fields of education, research and capability building. We need higher educated people who are skilled and 

who can drive our economy forward. When India can provide skilled people to the outside world then we 

can transfer our country from a developing nation to a developed nation very easily and quickly.  
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Definition of higher education: Higher education comprises all post-secondary education, training and 

research guidance at education institutions such as universities that are authorized as institutions of higher 

education by state authorities.1 It includes all the activities a given country deems to be higher education - 

not only those that take place within ordinary universities and graduate schools, but shorter term education 

and training courses (polytechnics, junior colleges, and various forms of technical specialty schools) that 

are 2-3 years in length, and even correspondence courses that make use of information technology and are 

targeted at a broad population of students.
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Introduction: India is developing the country and to achieve our goal we have to strengthen our higher 

education system. The continuing growth of the middle class in India (approximately 200 million people) 

has led to increased demand for higher education and we know that this demand cannot be met by the 

Indian Higher Education system.
2
 Although the Indian government is planning to establish new 

universities and colleges in the near future, these will not be enough to provide places for all students who 

seek higher education. If we think that what will India be like 25 years from now? Then we can find in 

some areas we can estimate quantitatively with a fair degree of confidence. In some others, we know the 

broad direction but are unable to reasonably put numbers to the country's likely accomplishment. Here we 

can indicate what would be most desirable and point out the opportunities and obstacles that will arise 

along the way. The main objective of the study is to identify issues and challenges in the field of higher 

education in India.
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1
 In the World Declaration on Higher Education adopted by the World Conference on Higher Education in 1998, 

higher education was defined as: “all types of studies, training or training for research at the post-secondary level, 

provided by universities or other educational establishments that are approved as institutions of higher education by 

the competent state authorities.” UNESCO, the World Bank, UNDP and others use this same basic definition.  
2 Barnett,R.(1992).Improving Higher Education: Total Quality Core, Buckingham: SRHE&OU.  
3
 Agarwal, P. (2006). “Higher Education in India: The Need for Change.” ICRIER Working Paper, Indian Council for 

Research on International Economic Relations: No. 180. 

 


